MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER

WESTERN HILLS ACADEMY
A Word from the Director
Dear Western Hills Families,
May is here and we are down to the final weeks of the school year. I’d like to
take this time to thank all of you for entrusting us with your children’s
education. I can assure you that they are well prepared for the next step in their
school careers. We have had a great year and my hope is that your children
have many happy memories to take with them. Wednesday, May 26 will be the
official last day of school and students will receive their final report card on this
day.
When the school year started, I thought this might be the longest year of our
lives. As we braved the idea of opening school in person during the pandemic,
we knew things would have to be different. With so many protocols in place, the
staff jumped into action and they have not stopped working to ensure that our
school has been a safe and healthy place for your children. And while the year
was different, we were still able to provide your students with meaningful and
exciting activities.
Our students have grown academically and emotionally and have done it all
while wearing facial coverings and maintaining social distancing and yet never
complaining about what had to be done. I want to thank our teachers and the
children for doing a phenomenal job and making this a great year.
If you haven’t already registered for the 21-22 school year please come by to
register. Pre-registration is necessary so that we can order books and other
materials for the coming school year. The 21-22 year school will start on
Monday, August 23.
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the Western Hills Academy
community. As always, you are welcome to come by and meet with me if you
have any suggestions, comments or concerns. Our goal is to continue improving
our school for the success of our students.
Have a safe and restful summer and many blessings to all.
Respectfully,
Patricia Aguirre
Director

Early
Learning
Center

May is the end of the school year as well as Mother’s day. Our theme of the month
will be working on the Mother’s Day cards as our special activity. Our class will be
talking about shapes and colors, such as purple, blue, green, red, orange, yellow, and
the numbers (1-5). We will be coloring flowers, butterflies, lady bugs, and caterpillars.
Additionally, I want to welcome Maria Isabella Ruiz to our classroom!
Finally, I would like to thank the parents and children for such a wonderful year. They
have truly been a joy to take care of, teach, and see every day. I hope to see many of
these familiar faces next year!
Sincerely,
Ms. Lorena

Parents,
the school year is coming to an end but I want to thank you for your support
throughout the school year. As you know, it was a difficult year. I also want to
thank you for washing mats and disinfecting their belongs to make our
classroom a clean and safe place to work and play. The children and I had a
great and fun year.
A big thank you to you all for the opportunity to care for, guide, and teach
your children. Also, for sharing your children with me, it was a pleasure having
them in my class. Some of you will return next year so we will see you then. And
for those not returning we will miss you,but you do leave us with memories.
Enjoy your summer. Have a safe one. Love to all!
I would like to welcome Keira Kilpatrick, Vincent (Mac) McBroom, Kaylee Salas,
Luciene Loya
Birthday Wishes to Eli Richardson, 5/24, Marley Springfield 5/28, Keira
Kilpatrick 6/18, Luciene Loya 7/20.
Mrs. Marisela Terrific 2's.
Awesome 3 yr. olds,
April showers bring May flowers. Wow I can’t believe it is almost the end
of our school year. It has been an amazing experience for me.
My students will be busy making and learning about Mother’s Day,
flowers, bugs and insects and all kinds of water animals during this busy
month. During the month of May we will review some of the letters of
the alphabet, numbers 1-10 and some of the colors and shapes.
This year has been a bit challenging and different from other years, but
it has been a great year. I loved having each and everyone of my
students. The children blossomed into beautiful flowers. Thank you each
and everyone of you for sharing your children with me.
Have a great summer.
My best,
Mrs Carmen Lerma

I want to thank each child for all the warmth, the memories, and learning
that we have shared this school year. A little bit of each of you will always
be with me.
For the parents, thank you for allowing me to be your child's teacher.
It has been a wonderful year!
Mrs. Ortiz

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH
Dear Pre-K Families,
It has been a great month full of exploration! We observed our
caterpillars transform into butterflies, created a worm garden,
planted flower seeds and are growing tomatoes and radishes.
As we continue with Theme 9 “A Place to Dream”, we will focus
on art, storytelling, music and movement. As well as reviewing
numbers, shapes and our letters and sounds. We will be
introducing sight words come, down, play, and said. The
student’s presentation of certificates is in the planning process
more information to come soon. As always we just want to
thank you for all your support.
Respectfully,
Mrs. Mendoza and Ms. Aguilar

Hello kinder families,
The end of the school year is fast approaching and the children are all looking forward to
summer vacation! We’ve had a wonderful time learning about Earth Day and making robots
and rocket ships out of recycled goods. Please remember to save the date for graduation on 5/26
at 9am. I’ll determine the location as we get closer to the date.
As always, thank you for your support!
Best regards,
Mrs. Mora

Dear parents:
This school year is coming to an end. We have been so
blessed that we were able to be in person all year! I
hold this school year dear to my heart. It has been a
joy for me to watch them grow and learn daily. Thank
you for all your help and support.
Have a safe and wonderful summer. I hope to see you
next school year.
Kindly,
Mrs. Laura Ramírez

News from the 3rd-5th grade:
Another month has come and gone, the class is so excited to begin a new novel. This will be our
last novel of the school year. The 3rd graders are reading “Frindle” a book about how words have
power and that anyone can change the world. The 4th and 5th grade are reading “Unteachables”
a book that focuses on resilience and triumph in the face of skepticism. Both of these books have
classroom settings, encouraging teachers, and students who end up learning from their mistakes.
Also, in ELA the students have been busy writing using prompts from literary pieces, poetry,
creating campaigns on conservation, and writing opening statements and arguments for a
debate. Of course, a big part of writing is grammar, spelling, parts of speech, and sentence
structure. In math, the students have been working on estimating products, rounding of numbers,
multiplying 3-digits, fractions, and decimals, dividing 2 digits, fractions, and decimals. Math is a
big part of our day. I try to instill in my students just how important math is in our daily life.
In social studies, the students have been learning about Texas and surrounding states from 1850current times, economics, and our current government. This enables students to understand how
the world and different societies have evolved, the important events that have occurred in the past
that have created an impact on society both locally and globally. During fine arts, the students
have been busy creating self-portraits, collages, surrealist paintings, and a 3 dimensional house
made out of newspaper. Fine arts benefit all students not only by being aesthetically pleasing to
the eye but also strengthening the fine motor skills needed for penmanship.
Finally, in science the students have been learning about the ecosystems, environment, food
chains and food webs, and conservation. They completed a STEM challenge by creating bird
feeders that were made from recyclable material and can be easily refilled. The students also,
transformed a shoebox into an ecosystem of their choosing which included the flora and fauna,
predators, prey, and a description of what food chain or food web was represented in their
structure. Both of these projects were amazing! As we move into May, I would just like to wish all
the mothers a Happy Mother’s Day and thank you for letting me be a part of your child’s school
year.
Appreciatively,
Ms. Stegmiller

